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FOREWORD 
 

 

 I am delighted to share with you the Annual Report 

2011 that offers an overview of the results achieved 

by Khan Foundation. This Annual Report also 

contains the performance of the programme 

activities for the year 2011. This document seeks to 

highlight both sides of KF’s work, from our policy-

level support to our grass roots impact on the 

ground. Within the framework of the annual plan 

our programme portfolio focuses on democratic 

local governance, election observation, anti-

corruption reform, legal aid, poverty reduction and 

sustainable livelihoods. In addition, our gender 

equality initiatives cut across all project areas and aim to provide equal opportunities for women as 

well as men. 

 
We are happy that with the support of USAID PROGATI, Swiss Agency for Development and 

Cooperation (SDC), Royal Danish Embassy and The Asia Foundation (TAF), KF during this period 

has been able to effectively implement the programme activities for the benefit of the poor and 

marginalized people.   

 

I take this opportunity to acknowledge the guidance and advice that we have received from our 

Board of Governors and the members of the network organizations. I also wish to recognize the 

sincere and dedicated services of our staffs at the Headquarters and the local offices for 

successfully implementing the programme activities.  

 

Many thanks to you all – our successes mirror your efforts and I look forward to your continued 

support in the coming year. On our part we will continue to strive to realize our vision of 

Bangladesh where Liberal Democracy flourishes and sustains along with the growth of economic 

development, where basic human rights and dignity are honored, where the millions of 

underprivileged no longer suffer under the yoke of poverty, rather achieve lifestyle which is 

simple, yet not impoverished, which is peaceful, yet not extravagant and which is decent yet not 

too materialistic. 

 

 

Warm wishes 

 

 

 

Advocate Rokhsana Khondker 

Executive Director 
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Project Area of Khan Foundation at a 
glance: 
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I. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

This report highlights the activities implemented and achievements made by Khan Foundation 

(KF) during January to December of 2011. 2011 was a successful year for KF for several reasons. 

Firstly, we made considerable progress in several of our programmes. In terms of promoting 

transparency, accountability and integrity, KF engaged in citizen monitoring of public services 

using the community scorecard tool, which is an innovative mechanism that utilizes voice-led 

accountability measures. It has managed to raise awareness on corruption by organizing Anti-

Corruption Campaigns as well as celebrating Anti-corruption Day on December 9, 2011 in 29 

districts with attendance from almost 3,400 participants. It took on more challenging work in the 

area of governance, which relies upon promoting policy reforms through the strengthening of 

public-private partnerships. It is working to increase community participation in the decision-

making structures to bring an improvement in service delivery in the health, education and VGD 

sector. It is also working at the grassroots level to implement the citizen charters at the Upazila and 

Union Parishad level. It also commenced its activities on the 2nd generation Citizen Charters and 

intensified its efforts in promoting transparency and accountability. We have been conducting the 

''Combating Trafficking and Violence Against Women Using 24 Hour Mobile Hotlink" 

program and have been providing quick and efficient services such as emergency services, legal 

counseling and support, and, shelter home information to victims of trafficking and violence. We 

have had several success stories in rescuing victims of trafficking and violence that are highlighted 

in the report. The efforts of Khan Foundation in combating trafficking were published in the 

Bangladesh Country Report 2010 on Combating Human Trafficking by the Ministry of Home 

Affairs, Government of Bangladesh. It highlighted Khan Foundation’s Initiatives in Combating 

Trafficking as well as case studies of Khan Foundation’s rescue efforts. The report also mentioned 

the continuation of support from the Government of Bangladesh to NGOs and the importance of 

cooperation in preventing and protecting trafficking of women. KF has been continuing its Rural 

Credit Program and in 2011 under the directives of the Micro-credit Regulatory Authority, 

switched its interest rate from the flat rate method to a declining balance method of 25%. Khan 

Foundation under its Strengthening of Local Government Program has embarked on 

“APARAJITA: Political Empowerment of Women”, which seeks to support elected women 

representatives and potential elected women representatives to develop further their skills, 

represent their constituencies well and amplify women's voice so that women and poor can 

exercise their rights to information and local services. Progress has also been achieved in keeping 

our women lawyers' network active and functional. These lawyers play a vital role and are 

involved in our programs at field level for instance, for our trafficking and violence program, they 

are providing different forms of support such as legal counseling or legal action to victims. 

 

In 2011, Khan Foundation has also strengthened its international connections and relations as well 

as participated in advancing international concerns. A team from the renowned Wharton School at 

the University of Pennsylvania being attracted by Khan Foundation's Rural Credit Program, came 

to Bangladesh and received training, visited loan-projects and interviewed borrowers. Rokhsana 

Khondker, Executive Director of Khan Foundation was also selected to participate in the 

prestigious U.S. State Department, Legislative Fellows Program through World Learning. This 

experience was an excellent exposure to the American system and it has allowed her to apply some 

of the learning to her organization and strengthen the democracy and governance programs that KF 

is involved in. KF also took part in International Women's Day Celebration by organizing a 
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seminar and cultural program and Honorable U.S. Ambassador James Moriarty attended as Chief 

Guest. 

 

2011 was a year of growth, opportunities and challenges. Working in the area of trafficking and 

violence involves some danger and physical risk since the trafficking groups are sometimes well 

connected and experienced. However, KF will be able to mitigate risk through the Community 

Watch Group, which consists of members from law enforcing agencies and other influential people 

such as lawyers, Elected UP members and together they will act as a pressure group to combating 

the problems facing any threats that may arise. The issue of corruption is also a sensitive area but 

our years of experience of working with government officials has allowed us to mitigate the risks 

and successfully bring about an improvement in public service delivery. Progress has been 

achieved in all of our activities and with the commitment, courage and dedication of our staff, we 

have been able to promote positive change and move forward in our journey to promote 

democracy, governance and equal rights for all. 
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II. INSTITUTIONALIZATION OF DEMOCRACY 
 

Khan Foundation has been continuing its work in ensuring good governance by starting at the 

grassroots level to promote decentralization. It is engaging in building the capacity of the local 

representatives as well as local institutions because without strengthening local government, we 

cannot bring about desired changes in the democratic process of the country.   

 

A. Strengthening Local Government 
 

Khan Foundation has been working in the area of Democracy and Governance 

including Strengthening of Local Government for the past two decades. We were one of the 

pioneers to implement nationwide projects involving all tiers of the local government level. So far 

Khan Foundation has trained about 60,000 Union Parishad Members, Chairmen, Vice-Chairmen 

and women members out of which, 20,000 are women members and many have become Upazila 

Parishad Vice-Chairmen. 

 

Khan Foundation continues to communicate and follow-up with the Union Parishad Members, 

Chairmen, Vice-Chairmen throughout the year and provide the necessary support for performing 

their roles and responsibilities in an effective manner. Furthermore, Khan Foundation endeavors to 

engage the support of the local government authorities in all of its programs, allowing the 

successful implementation of its programs during the year 2011.  

 

Involvement of Local Government Representatives in Promoting Good Governance 

 

One of Khan Foundation’s major programs in 2011 involved promoting good governance in 11 

districts nationwide, namely, Khulna, Jhenaidah, Meherpur, Bagerhat, Satkhira, Rajshahi, Natore, 

Chittagong, Comilla, Chandpur and Cox’s Bazar. The objective of the program has been to spread 

transparency, accountability and integrity and thus, involvement of the local government 

representatives has played a crucial role in the success of the program. Almost 350 Local 

Government Representatives from all tiers of the local bodies at the chairman, vice-chairman, 

councilors and member levels have been directly involved in the good governance program, which 

includes implementing anti-corruption awareness campaigns. The impact of the training has been 

reflected in implementing the budget awareness program and the Vulnerable Group Development 

(VDG) and Vulnerable Group Feeding (VGF) card distributions through the citizen-led exercises 

to monitor public services. Local government representatives have had particularly influential 

impact in the citizen charter adaptation program in the Jhinaidah and Satkhira districts while their 

involvement in the District Level Entry Points Mapping & Advocacy for Policy Reforms through 

Public Private Partnership's preparatory work has been noteworthy in Khulna and Meherpur 

districts.  

 

Involvement of Local Government Representatives in "Combating Trafficking and Violence 

Through the Use of ICT"  

 

Local government representatives have important role in their areas to work against violence. 

Khan  Foundation has developed a 24-hour hotline service to aid them in the process of combatting 

trafficking and violence against women and children. 1,215 local government representatives from 
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36 districts nationwide were directly involved in profiting from the 24-hour mobile hotlink 

services of Khan Foundation in the elimination of trafficking and violence against women and 

children in 2011. They worked in conjunction with Khan Foundation’s women lawyers' network. 

The members provided suggestions and necessary support to the victims to mitigate the violence 

and gender sensitive issues.  

 

Involvement of Local Government Representatives with "APARAJITA" Program 

 

In 2011, Khan Foundation carried out a Training Need Assessment (TNA) Survey on capacity 

building of local government representatives for the project entitled "APARAJITA - Political 

Empowerment of Women" with support from the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation 

(SDC). 459 elected women representatives and 459 potential elected women representatives 

actively participated in this program. 

 
National Convention  of Union Parishad Women Member’s Forum 
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B. Supporting Free and Fair Elections 
 
In 2011, KF continued to be an important actor in supporting free and fair elections. It carried out 

voter and civic education as well as election monitoring. KF is also one of the founder principal 

members of Election Working Group (EWG,) the biggest national coalition working on election 

issues and good governance in Bangladesh.  

 

Pre-Election Environment Survey-2011 
 

Pre-election Environment Survey 

is very important for ensuring 

free and fair elections. Khan 

Foundation performed Pre-

election surveys in 43 

Pouroshova taking part in 2011 

Pouroshova election. The survey 

covered issues relating to 

election process, election related 

administration, probable 

distortion in forthcoming election 

etc. Khan Foundation’s “NGO 

Network” performed 5-day Pre-

election environment survey 

between January 10-26, 2011 on 

behalf of Khan Foundation. This 

survey was carried out in 43 Pouroshova and the sample size included 586 members. Participants 

included day labor, businessmen, teacher, service holders, housewives, and social workers.  

 
2011 Union Parishad Election (1st Phase) Observation 
 

The 1st phase of UP election 

covered Khulna, Barisal and 

Chittagong divisions. It included 

12 districts, 72 Upazilas and 553 

UP. The election period was 

between March 29 and April 3, 

2011. Khan Foundation through 

its observers, observed UP 

election in 49 Union Parishads of 

27 Upazilas of 11 districts. 

Direct observations were carried 

out in 425 centers out of 452 

centers. Besides this, news from 

almost a thousand polling centers 

of seven divisions was collected.  
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2011 Union Parishad Election (2nd Phase) Observation 

 

Our activities started from May 06, 2011. Khan Foundation was assigned to carry out observation 

in the Chittagong, Dhaka and Sylhet divisions in 7 districts that included 18 Upazilas and 60 Union 

Parishad.  Khan Foundation planned and implemented a comprehensive election observation 

strategy that included pre-election opinion, Election Day observation by mobile observers, and 

post-election observation. Khan Foundation signed a sub-contract with four special partners as part 

of this task. 

 

Narayangonj City Corporation Election - 2011 Observation 

 

Khan Foundation with its relevant knowledge and expertise, and with the support from The Asia 

Foundation (TAF), carried out election observation of the Narayanganj City Corporation Election 

held on 30 October, 2011 through its observers. The Asia Foundation designated four wards for 

Khan Foundation, which were Wards No. 1, 16, 17 and 23, and Khan Foundation carried out 

election observation in the respective polling centers of the wards selected. Out of a total of 162 

polling centers, Khan Foundation carried out election observation in 32 polling centers. Khan 

Foundation observed and monitored the facilities and management of polling centers, law and 

order inside and outside the polling centers, vote counting mechanism and environment as well as 

consolidation of the results by the returning officers. It also carried out pre-election surveys in 

these wards. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C. Promoting Anti-Corruption Reforms through Public-Private 
Partnership 

 

Khan Foundation is working to promote good governance by spearheading the anti-corruption 

movement. Khan Foundation believes that promoting transparency, accountability and integrity is 
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essential for any democratic country. Bangladesh needs to demonstrate further improvement in 

controlling corruption to achieve its broader development goals.  

  

Anti-corruption Awareness Campaigns 

 

Khan Foundation implemented its Anti Corruption Campaigns to bring together men, women and 

youth, local government officials and the media personnel to highlight local issues related to 

corruption. Khan Foundation conducted 11 Anti-corruption Awareness Campaigns at Sadar 

Upazillas of Khulna, Jhenaidah, Meherpur, Bagerhat, Satkhira, Rajshahi, Natore, Chittagong, 

Comilla, Chandpur and Cox’s Bazar District. Total 2,067 (Male 1,169; Female 898) people 

participated in these events. Each campaign was focused on a particular public sector and on some 

selected local issues like reducing corruption from department of forestry, from education sector, 

from water and sanitation program and from health and medical services etc. These campaigns 

have positive impacts on individuals as well as organizations.  The campaigns were successful as 

people became more aware about corruption and developed the courage to talk freely about 

corruption. They became motivated to act as a collective force to reduce corruption from the 

society.  
                 

                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Social Accountability Tools 
 

One of our new and innovative tools to fight corruption is the Community Scorecard Manual to 

monitor public services at the grassroots level is being implemented for the first time in 

Bangladesh by Khan Foundation. Khan Foundation developed and refined guidelines for 

conducting community scorecard monitoring activities. The guidelines proved highly effective for 

scores of Citizen Forum groups who monitored government service provision at local levels and 

reported their finding to local service providers and government officials.   Khan Foundation also 

conducted four divisional orientation sessions for government officials to introduce this 

new Community Scorecard Methodology. The objective of the orientation was to make the 

Government officials and Civil Society representatives educated about the Community 

Scorecard and its implementation. A total 424 participants including 253 government officials of 

different sectors and civil society representatives of the four (4) divisions of Chittagong, Rajshahi, 

Barisal & Khulna participated in these orientation sessions. These Civil Society Organizations 
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(CSOs) representatives became skilled and improved their strength in planning and managing 

citizen-led monitoring of government services in grassroots level to reduce corruption from the 

private and public sector actively and efficiently. Khan Foundation conducted meetings for 

developing comprehensive work plan considering sustainability of the program beyond PROGATI 

in seven districts in Chittagong, Barisal and Rajshahi Divisions for the period of January 2011 to 

June 2011. 

 

Citizen-led Exercises to Monitor Public Service  
 

10 Citizen-led exercises and dialogues and a partly completed citizen-led exercise (up to 5
th

 Step) 

were conducted by Khan Foundation in Chittagong, Khulna and Rajshahi divisions. These citizen-

led exercises and dialogues mainly focused on the corruption of local health and education sector. 

Through the methodology of Citizen Community Scorecard exercises, it was identified that local 

health and education program were rife with corruption. The citizen forum of these areas held a 

dialogue with relevant officials to discuss the corruption.  Total 1,890 people including men, 

women and youth, government officials, local government representative, CSO representatives, 

media personnel and members of parliament participated in these dialogues. Through this process, 

community people were encouraged to become involved through existing CSOs to monitor the 

public services ensuring transparency, accountability and responsive government. These exercises 

empowered the communities and helped make the government officials more accountable and 

responsible to fulfill their duties according to their stated service rules. Community members, 

especially the vulnerable groups, are now able to understand more fully their entitlements by right, 

law or regulation. They are able to discuss how to approach service providers and what their 

objectives will be in any dialogue. This implies a change in the service providers approach to 

service delivery towards increased efficiency, transparency, accountability etc. A positive 

relationship developed between service provider and receiver as a result of this process and these 

two parties meet regularly to reduce corruption from the society.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Campaigns and Dialogues 
 

Khan Foundation conducted a total of 32 campaigns and dialogues and a partly completed 

campaign (Up to 5
th

 Step) and gained a lot of experience in the process. Successful implementation 

of the campaigns requires substantial management skill and strong relationship with CSOs and 
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Government agencies and officials in the project area. Khan Foundation has extensive experience 

in conducting campaigns and has led other CSOs to do the same, often working closely with the 

local government offices. The skills and relationships built through this experience helped to 

ensure successful implementation of the campaigns. Finally, Khan Foundation’s stature in the CSO 

community and within government circles enables it to bring together key civil society and 

government leaders to discuss critical issues and reach consensus on appropriate actions to 

increase transparency and accountability and reduce corruption from Bangladesh. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Success Story of the Anti-corruption Movement 
 

In Gabindapur Union of Faridgonj Upazila, Chandpur district, as in many communities of rural Bangladesh, the 

extremely poor are eligible for government food assistance through the Vulnerable Group Development (VGD) and 

Vulnerable Group Feeding (VGF) Programs. These programs are rife with corruption, with officials siphoning off 

food and selling it at the local markets or distributing it to friends and relatives rather than the extremely poor. 

The community scorecard exercise, an approach to identify corruption in public services and promote dialogue 

between citizens and government officials, efforts to reduce misuse of VGD and VGF resources, was implemented 

by Khan Foundation. The scorecard exercise identified specific areas of corruption in the VGD and VGF programs at 

Gabindapur Union of Faridgonj Upazila, including:  nepotism in VGD and VGF cards distribution, selling rice/wheat 

at the local markets or distributing it to friends and relatives rather than the extremely poor by the authority, 

distributing wheat instead of rice, distributing 26-28kg rice instead of 30 kg in VGD program, distributing 07-08kg 

rice instead of 10 kg in VGF program. 

The citizen forum of this union organized a dialogue with government officials and local government representative 

to review the findings where about 600 people were participated both male – female and made the service provider 

accountable to establish people rights. In this dialogue the Upazila Nirbahi Officer (UNO), responsible for 

overseeing government programs at the local level, expressed his strong personal commitment to tackle corruption in 

the VGD and VGF program. 

Through community scorecard exercises citizen groups of Gabindapur Union of Chandpur district have brought 

transparency in the VGD and VGF programs: 

 Participatory selection process 

 All criterions of selecting card receivers being followed 

 VGD card holders now getting 29 kg rice (actual 30 kg); previously they used to receive 25/26 kg; 

 VGF card holders now getting 10 kg, previously they used to receive 8 kg; 

 After the CM dialogues local administration and citizen forum meet once in every two months to oversee the 

VGF and VGD programs 
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III. SOCIO-ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

 
The Rural Credit Program (RCP) is Khan Foundation's main poverty alleviation program, which 

targets rural disadvantaged women and allows them to become self-sufficient and empowered. 

This has been in continuation since 1995.  
 
A. Entrepreneurship and Microcredit for the Rural Poor 
 
                   Women Entrepreneurs busy with their handlooms (facilitated from KF’s RCP program) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Project Area 
 

At present, Khan Foundation is working in six unions in two Upazilas under Narsingdi District. 

Unions are namely Gajaria, Jinardi, Ghorashal and Danga of Palash Upazila and Amdia and 

Panchdona of Narsingdi Sadar Upazila. By the year 2011, RCP will reach an estimated 3,000 

beneficiaries and will benefit both the beneficiaries themselves and their families. Owing to the 

success of the microcredit program, the number of the members is increasing everyday. 

 

Credit and Income Generating Activities 
 

The range of the credit is from 5,000 to 30,000. Khan Foundation has a 25% interest rate (declining 

rate according to Microcredit Regulatory Authority Act 2006). The income generating activities of the 

members of the Samities during the year were: Poultry rising, Farming, Cattle rising, Grocery Shop, 

Nurseries, Tailoring, Weaving, Vegetation, Cultivation etc.  

 

Savings Program 
 

The members pay the installments and deposit the savings to the field organizers of the Foundation on 

a weekly basis. Thus the members effectively get banking facilities brought to their homes. Khan 

Foundation is giving six percent interest on the savings of the borrowers.  
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Health Education 
 

Through the program members of Samities received health education, counseling, and access to 

medical services and life style advice. The process has been going on ever since and regular 

monitoring and follow-up continue. 

 

B. Providing Training to the Micro-finance Team of Wharton 
School, University of Pennsylvania 

 

In 2011, four students Kevin Kim, Mifta Chowdhury, Ankur Ahuja and Amy Wei, of the 

Microfinance Club at Wharton School of University of Pennsylvania, being attracted to Khan 

Foundation's Rural Credit Program came to Bangladesh to explore it and receive training on this 

important development area. They also gathered experiences from the field and disbursed credit to 

the poor women on behalf of Khan Foundation. 
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IV. RIGHTS AND FREEDOM 

 
Khan Foundation has been working effortlessly for protecting the basic human rights of our 

people, particularly Women, Youth and Children at the grass roots level. In this regard Khan 

Foundation is working to ensure human rights. 

 

A. Combating Trafficking and Violence through the use of ICT 
 

Khan Foundation has been promoting the cause of elimination of trafficking and violence against 

women and children. It has been implementing the ''Combating Trafficking and Violence 

Against Women Using 24 Hour Mobile Hotlink" program since 2009 to provide services to the 

distressed people of 50 Upazilas under 36 Districts of Bangladesh. Local focal persons and 

Community Watch Group (CWG) members are providing the necessary services to the victims. 

Khan Foundation has established several networks and forums at the local and national levels like 

NGO Network, Women Lawyers’ Network and District Court Lawyers’ Group. Khan Foundation 

has involved these networks and the members to engage in activities to protect victims of 

trafficking and prevent these occurrences. CWG has also been working closely with local 

government officials, professionals, law enforcement agencies and activists. In the program areas, 

the local masses are involved in the process of elimination of trafficking and violence through 

workshops, trainings, awareness building campaigns, divisional congress and behavioral change 

communication materials like posters, leaflets, and stickers at grass roots level.  
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The illustrations highlight how a victim can get help using 24 hours hotlink services 

 

Establishing linkage & networking with One-stop Crisis Center (OCC) and other 

stakeholders 
 

KF has arranged a total of 55 sharing meetings with One-stop Crisis Center (OCC) committee 

members in six Divisions of 26 districts of the project area to establish linkage and networking 

with One-stop Crisis Center (OCC) and CWG at Upazila, District and Division level. The aim is to 

provide support jointly to the victims when immediate protection or medical assistance is required. 

KF has provided Poster, Leaflet and Stickers along with information on the Mobile Hotlink 

including the emergency cell phone numbers. 

The members of OCC and CWG are informed about the use and implication of 24 Hours Mobile 

Hotlink services. 

 Necessary information are delivered and shared among the sufferers/victims through proper 

counseling 

 A significant number of Civil Surgeons, Women Affairs Officers and Social Welfare Officers 

of project area became committed to support the victims of trafficking and violence 

 Local administration representatives showed their interest in contributing to this project 

 Women lawyers network provided legal support to the sufferer/victims. 

 

Awareness Building Campaign 
 

Khan Foundation has already conducted 38 awareness-building campaigns in different districts 

and Upazilas of the project areas. The awareness building campaigns are running successfully to 

bring together men, women and youth, local administrations, local government, law enforcement 

agencies, lawyers, teachers, cultural activist and the media to highlight the issues of combating 

trafficking and violence against women and children using 24 hour mobile hotlink system. About 
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5,025 people participated and showed their commitment in reducing trafficking and violence from 

society. 

 These campaigns have been organized 

by Community Watch Group (CWG) 

members in association with other 

local NGOs network 

 These campaigns brought together 

local government representatives, 

government officials, Journalist, 

lawyers and mass people 

 A significant number of government 

officials were present and shared their 

valuable comments  

 Govt. officials, elected representatives 

welcomed the campaigns and 

willingly took part in them 

 Poster, leaflet, stickers distribution has made the local people knowledgeable about the 

consequences of trafficking and violence in the society and the need to eradicate it. 

 

National Seminar 
 

Khan Foundation conducted policy 

advocacy programs to promote this 

particular issue by forming CWG. 

Through the seminar, Khan Foundation 

was able to raise awareness on this critical 

issue and motivated individuals in taking 

necessary steps towards its 

implementation. Two national seminars 

were organized to activate legislators, 

policy makers and civil society 

organizations in formulating policies 

aimed at combating trafficking and violence against women. Civil Society Organizations, 

government officials and parliamentarians were encouraged to work in a cohesive manner to push 

forth-important legislators. CWG members played an important role in the seminars, as they 

shared their findings with the policy makers. A prominent national news channel, ATN News 

covered the event and carried out the role of the media in sensitizing these national and critical 

issues. The efforts of Khan Foundation in motivating policy-makers are recognized in the 

Bangladesh Country Report 2010 on Combating Human Trafficking published by the Ministry of 

Home Affairs, Government of Bangladesh.  
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Protection and Prevention Activities (January- December 2011) 

Activities Number Total Participants 

Awareness Raising Campaign 38 5025 

One-Stop Crisis Center (OCC) Linkage 

Sharing Meeting  

55 1450 

Trafficking and violence cases handling 3970 3970 

Poster Distribution 4 Types (40,000) - 

Leaflet Distribution 1 Type (50,000) - 

Sticker Distribution 2 Types (50,000) - 

Electronic Media Coverage 10 Private Channels - 

Print Media Coverage Nearly 300 Local and 

National Newspapers 

- 

General people became aware about trafficking and violence against women as a result of these 

activities. An increased understanding of policy makers and other professionals for establishing 

human rights of women was possible. The capacity of Khan Foundation and other local NGOs was 

strengthened with regard to conducting activities combating trafficking and violence against 

women. The various networks in operation such as the Women Lawyers’ Network became strong, 

vast and more functional and more knowledgeable about these key issues. A Community Watch 

Group (CWG) to develop a sustainable local mechanism to take action against trafficking and 

violence against women was formed. CWG is one of the building blocks of the institutional 

framework that gives the program a community ownership.    
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Success Story of 24-Hour Mobile Hotlink 
 

Khan Foundation 24-Hours Mobile Hotlink Service Stops an Early Marriage in Monirampur 

Thana in Jessore District  
 

Shapla Khatun (13) (Father: Md.Sahadot Hossain, Union: Chandipur Upazila: Monirampur District: Jessore) was a 

student of Class 8 and her father arranged her marriage to Shohagh Hossain Mahatab (17), son of Md. Abdus 

Salam (Village: Chandipur Union: Jhapa Thana: Monirampur  District: Jessore) and the wedding date was set as 

January 26, 2011. The villagers and neighbors of Chandipur contacted local CWG Secretary Ms. Bilkis Nahar 

Bakul (Executive Director: Satu Bandhon Sangstha Jessore- Mobile 017131829) using the Mobile Hotlink. She 

then reported the incident to the Hotlink Secretariat at Khan Foundation in Dhaka (Hotlink Mobile No. 

01713185544, 01713185533, 01713185522). The secretariat then immediately contacted the Monirampur Upazila 

UNO Mr. Zillur Rahman to inform him about this incident who contacted the Monirampur Thana and 

communicated the message to Mr. Motiour Rahman (Thana In Charge) and asked him to take immediate action to 

stop the early marriage.  Mr. Motiour Rahaman sent Sub Inspector, Humayun to the crime scene. He spoke to the 

victim’s guardian and enlightened him about the negative consequences of early marriage and how this will affect 

Shapla. Shapla’s uncle, local School Head Master Mr. Kamruzzaman seemed to understand some of the issues and 

listened to the advice of the Sub Inspector. The early marriage was immediately stopped and Shapla, being a free 

and independent young girl continued her studies in school. Here we see how Khan Foundation's 24 Hours Mobile 

Hotlink Service has rescued a young girl from the pressures of society and given her life back. 
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B. Connecting Women Lawyers for Promoting Human Rights 
and Social Justice 

 
Social justice & gender equality have always been on the focal agenda of Khan Foundation. Khan 

Foundation found that when the question of justice comes into play, women’s right & privileges in 

many instances are ignored or misunderstood in society. In order to tackle this crucial problem, 

Khan Foundation set up a Women Lawyers' Network. The members of the network also come 

together in the Women Lawyers Congress that are organized to promote interaction between 

Women Lawyers from 64 districts of the country and the capital Dhaka and to encourage exchange 

of views and transfer of knowledge. Khan Foundation regularly maintains correspondences with 

the Women Lawyers and incorporates them in various program activities of Khan Foundation. 

 

Objective of Women Lawyer’s Network 
 

 To raise awareness of their responsibilities and potential leadership role as a lawyer in 

society  

 To developing coordination and cooperation between the lawyers and the Upazila women 

members forum of the Union Parishad (UP) and promoting communication with the view 

to strengthening local government   

 To involve the Women Lawyers in ensuring women and child rights at the grass- roots 

level 

 To promote support all human rights activities of Khan Foundation like Combating 

Trafficking & Violence against women, reproductive health rights programme etc. 

 Encourage them to participate in the process of NGO alternative dispute resolution and 

assist local government representatives in capacity strengthening of Village Court (VC) and 

Arbitration Council (AC). 

 

Premises of the Last (6th) Women Lawyers Congress held in 2011 
 

 Drawing attention of the state administration to solve lawyers’ professional problems 

 Raising awareness about the role of women lawyers in society and politics.  

 Raising awareness about the need for political parties to give direct nomination to women 

and women lawyers 

 Encouraging the media to give support and promote women empowerment and leadership 

 To Ensure women lawyers' effective participation in the ADR process. 

 

Preliminary task for the 7th Women Lawyers Congress 
 

The 7th Women lawyers' congress of Khan Foundation is going to be held in 2012. To organize 

this congress preparatory work has progressed including workshops conducted in 25 districts to 

collect agenda's based on their demanded issues such as building gender sensitive court room 

environments, identifying loopholes and to gather support for women for the positions of General 

Prosecutor (GP), Assistant Public Prosecutor (APP), Public Prosecutor (PP) etc. Women lawyers 

from these districts have responded positively and are eagerly awaiting the next congress. These 

workshops will continue in the remaining 40 or so districts.  
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Exchange of Opinion on Gender Education Judicial Program 
 

Khan Foundation arranged a meeting for the exchange of opinion among the judges of Appellate 

and High Court divisions of the Supreme Court in Bangladesh to ensure "Gender Equality in 

Judicial Procedure". Khan Foundation arranged a one-day workshop with the collaboration of' PPs, 

APPs and woman lawyers from different districts in Bangladesh to draw attention to the gender 

issue. Khan Foundation also arranged a two-day training workshop among the judges and judges 

of Nari O Shishu Nirjaton Doman Tribunal of different districts. To assess the effectiveness of this 

training in working areas in 2011, various questionnaires were prepared to get information on the 

judgments of different cases to follow up the impact of training provided by Khan Foundation. 

Khan Foundation maintains regular contact with the Justices, PP. and APPs. Review of several 

judgments showed that judges in our working areas provided verdicts while being sympathetic 

towards the establishment of women rights. They took strong initiatives to establish women rights  

as part of the legal structure. Their verdicts illustrated equity and justice and reflected substantive 

gender equality. 
 

Khan Foundation observed several judgments on the "Nari O Shishu Nirzaton Damon Tribunal”. 

Some observations from the judgments are provided below. 

 

I. Abduction and Sexual Harassment Claims 
 

To assess the judgment it was observed that all the victims gave legal statement under the Act 

22 of the "Nari O Shishu Nirzaton Damon Tribunal" relating to perpetrators kidnapped and 

sexually harassed for marriage. During this period the victims generally got married to their 

kidnappers. But it was very important to notify that all the victims were under age. The judges 

keeping this in mind punished the perpetrators by subjecting them to several years of 

imprisonment according to the gravity of their crimes.  

 

II. Violence in Dowry Incidents 
 

To assess the judgment it was observed that all the victims filed a case under Act 11(KHA) of 

the "Nari O Shishu Nirzaton Damon Tribunal" against their husband. In all the cases it was 

observed victims were physically severely tortured for dowry related issues. However, the 

victims did not have enough evidence to prove their cases. The judges were sympathetic to 

their conditions and keeping this in mind the provided verdicts through evidence of observed 

tortured and bitten marks on the victims’ bodies. 



 23 

V. PROMOTING ADVOCACY AND SOCIAL 

MOBILIZATION 
 

Advocacy programs are initiated to raise the level of awareness amongst people on various issues 

and motivate members into taking necessary actions to solve the problem. Khan Foundation from 

its inception has tried to raise the level of awareness amongst people through different workshops 

and seminars. Khan Foundation is now in a firm position to adopt mechanism, policy advocacy & 

social mobilization in order to make substantial changes in the society. 

 
A. International Women's Day 2011 Celebration 
 

On March 8, 2011 Khan Foundation and its network of NGOs in 22 districts celebrated 

International Women's Day through a number of programs that included seminars and cultural 

functions. The main event of the day was a seminar that was held at the Democracy Auditorium of 

Khan Foundation.  The chief guest of the seminar was H E James F. Moriarty, Honorable U.S. 

Ambassador. The seminar was addressed by Advocate Rokhsana Khondker, Executive Director of 

Khan Foundation and renowned local government expert and human right activist. The program 

was chaired by Dr Abdul Moyeen Khan, Former Minister, Government of Bangladesh and Advisor 

Khan Foundation. The Millennium University and KF celebrated jointly.  The program started with 

folk song named JARI. The song was played by the staff of KF and highlighted the journey of 

Khan Foundation in the last two decades to empower women and promote participatory democracy 

and good governance, Khan Foundation's contribution to socio-economic development and 

poverty alleviation by assisting to build capacity of local government bodies to plan, finance and 

manage basic development activities in a responsive and accountable manner.  A total of 120 

participants showed their support in establishing equal rights of women. The Seminar brought 

together Upazila Chairmen and Vice Chairmen, the Union Parishad Chairmen and Members, 

Women Members, Women Lawyers, Municipal Mayors, Councilors and Academics such as 

University Professors, NGO representatives and Civil Society Representatives.  
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B. International Anti-Corruption Day 2011 Observation 
 

On December 9, the world observed the International Anti-Corruption Day (IACD). Across the 

sphere including Bangladesh has observed the day with the aims of raising public awareness of 

corruption and what people can do to fight it. As before, Khan Foundation (KF) observed the day 

through various programs this year as well. The program organized at the district level included 

anti-corruption human chain, rally, oath taking, dialogues, cultural program, poster distribution, 

candle lightening etc. with great enthusiasm. As a part of IACD observation KF has completed 

Anti-corruption awareness campaigns in observance of International Anti-corruption Day - 2011 at 

thirty districts of Dhaka, Comilla, B.Baria, Noakhali, Khagrachari, Bagerhat, Satkhira, Jessore, 

Meherpur, Kustia, Chuadanga, Nawgaon, Kurigram, Dinajpur, Thakurgaon, Panchagor, Chapai 

N.Gonj, Sunamgonj, Moulovibazar, Netrokona, Barisal, Jhenaidah, Khulna, Satkhira, Barguna, 

Manikganj, Chittagong, Coxs Bazar, Chandpur, Sherpur. 

 

From November 25 to December 5, 

2011, KF and KF's network of NGOs 

(DARPAN, PIDS, ARD, ABSA, 

GREEN VELLY, UMS, ASHAN, 

ASHAR ALO, SETU BANDHAN, 

MUK, AHDO, PSUS, SUMS, APUS, 

BMS, PRATTASHA, 

ANANNYA,GUP, PARASPOR, 

BCDP, SDS, MCEDA, WDO, PDO)  

celebrated international week for 

combating violence against women.   

 

http://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/un/international-anti-corruption-day
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C. Participation in U.S. State Department Legislative Fellows 
Program 

The Legislative Fellows Program is a two-way exchange for professionals and young leaders from 

Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Nepal, Pakistan and the US. World Learning 

Visitor Exchange Program has been awarded the two-year grant by the US Department of State, 

Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs, Office of Citizen Exchanges to strengthen the 

understanding of the U.S. legislative process and civil society’s role in the political process, and 

foster relationships among Asian and American institutions, Through a series of exchanges in 

2011, participants will devise ways of improving institutional capacity for promoting democratic 

ideals and good governance. Executive Director of Khan Foundation attended the exchange 

program. 

Professionally, it had allowed Executive Director of Khan Foundation to strengthen the democracy 

and governance programs that Khan Foundation has been running for almost two decades. 

Understanding the U.S. legislative process and the practice of bi-partisan politics had allowed 

provided insight into conducting the social advocacy with policy planners and Members of the 

Parliament by Khan Foundation. At the local levels, Khan Foundation had been able to involve the 

citizens in the political system through voter and civic education. Upon return, she had also 

organized sharing meetings with other Legislative Fellows from Bangladesh learning from each 

other, taking the successes and applying it to our work. We also welcomed a team from the U.S. 

including representatives from city council, local government and state legislatures and co-

organized a dialogue with some mayors from Bangladesh.  
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VI. INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR DEMOCRACY, 

DEVELOPMENT, HUMAN RIGHTS (IIDDH) 

 
Bangladesh and indeed most of the developing world's countries need to develop a code of conduct on 

the special rights and responsibilities of Members of Parliament including special protection, freedom 

of expression, access to information etc. While this exercise would be culturally and politically 

delicate, Khan Foundation believes it would be possible to find a common factor of agreement for 

political action, which can cut across the political lines of various parties. To strengthen and consolidate 

the democratic process in a country, an environment of free exchange of ideas between various 

political parties is an essential prerequisite and encouragement should be provided to promote 

discussions and research along these lines. On the other hand, other important elements with which to 

build democracy is a co-coordinated civic education program. In order to advance these ideas in 

Bangladesh as well as in other third world countries in Asia, Africa and Latin America, Khan 

Foundation is working towards the establishment of a regular full scale Institute by the style 

International Institute for Democracy, Development & Human Rights (IIDDH) based here in 

Dhaka, Bangladesh. Infrastructure work for the Local Government Training Institute, which will form 

an integral component of the Democracy Institute, has already begun. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Vision of the Proposed IIDDH located in The Millennium University sponsored by Khan Foundation 
 

A. Training 
 

IIDDH has a Trainers' Pool experienced in governance programs. Khan Foundation  has been 

providing training, Training of Trainers (ToT) workshops, seminars, networking, and carrying out 

research, surveys and advocacy both at local and national level. 

 

Trainings including ToTs have been given in the following areas: 

 Effective Involvement of Elected Women Members in the Local Government Structure: A 

Participatory Approach  
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 Capacity Building of Union Parishad Members (Local Govt.): Good Governance at the 

Grass Roots Level 

 Effective Involvement of Chairmen, Members and Secretary of Union Parishad for 

Ensuring Good Governance 

 Gender & Governance Issues in Local Government 

 Leadership Development of Women Members for Public Services 

 Property and Inheritance Rights of Women 

 Citizen Monitoring of community Scorecard Process 

 District - Level Participation Entry - Point Mapping and Advocacy of Public Services 

 Formulating Locally Relevant Citizen's Charters Process 

 Combating Trafficking and Violence Against Women Using Mobile Hotlink 

 Local Government (Union Parishad) for Local NGOs 

 

B. Research 
 

Past studies:  

 Pre-election, Post election and Perception surveys for the 8
th

 and 9
th

 Parliamentary National 

Elections in 2001 and 2008 respectively  

 Pre-election, Post election and Perception surveys for local elections including the Dhaka 

City Corporation Election in 2002, Chittagong City Corporation Election in 2010 and 

Narayanganj City Corporation Election in 2011, Comilla City Corporation Election in 2011 

the 7
th

 Pourashova Election in 2004, the 9
th

 Pourashova Election in 2010, the 8
th

 Union 

Parishad Election in 2003 and the 9
th

 Union Parishad Election in 2011. 

 Baseline Survey on Capacity Building of Local Government Representatives for the Project 

"APARAJITA - Political Empowerment of Women (2011) 

 Training Needs Assessment (TNA) Survey for the Project, "Women in Need: Combating 

Trafficking and Violence Against Women Using Mobile Hotlink"  

 Monthly Surveys on Citizen Perception of Recent Political and Other Events as part of 

EWG (2007-2010) 

 "Political Empowerment of Women in Bangladesh: Perspectives and Probability" (2001) 

 "The Role of NGOs in Capacity Building of UP in Bangladesh (2001) 

 "Effective Involvement of Elected Women Members (EWM) in the Local Government 

Structure-A Participatory Approach" (2000) 

 "Migration to Urban Centers: What Next?" which was submitted to the Asian Development 

Bank 

 "Important Observation Report on the Dhaka City Corporation Election, 1994" (1994)  

Ongoing Research: 

 Effectiveness of Community Scorecard in Improving Public Service Delivery 

 Socio-economic Status of Members and Chairmen of the Union Parishad 
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 Public Opinion Survey on State of Democracy and Performance of Political Parties  

 Impact Assessment of Mobile Hotlink in Combating Trafficking and Violence  

 

C. Publications 
 

 Trinomul 

 Union Parishad in the Local Government Structure 

 Shetubondhon 
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VII. EDUCATION INITIATIVE - THE MILLENNIUM 

UNIVERSITY 

 
Khan foundation believes in sustain democracy and worked on it from two decades. Khan 

Foundation believes that in order to sustain democracy it is necessary to change the mindset of 

future generations through the youth population. The current youth will be the future leaders and 

this, appropriate education is required to build their human capital. Keeping this objective in mind, 

and to fulfill its social responsibility, Khan Foundation sponsors The Millennium University.   

 
A. Annual Sports & Recreation Ceremony 2011 
 

The Millennium University celebrated its annual sports day with the purpose of keeping its 

students physically and mentally fit. The University arranges various sports competitions like 

football, badminton, etc. on an annual basis with a view to fulfilling the demand of the students.  

                                  

B. Korean IT Volunteer Team Training Program 
 

National Information Society Agency (NIA) 

has sent 4,056 Korea IT Volunteers (KIV) to 

69 countries in Asia, CIS, Latin America and 

Africa since 2001. KIV, which are mainly 

composed of university students, have 

provided IT Training and other IT related 

volunteering activities to the local 

communities around the world to share IT 

knowledge and skills. Short-term KIV are 

involved in training and instructing IT 

education. Most of them are sent to local 

schools, universities, NGOs, public 

organizations and etc to provide an intensive 

IT training for about a month. The KIV team of 2011 gave training to the students of the 

Millennium University on MS word, Excel, PowerPoint, Adobe Photoshop, Flash, Internet Use, 

and Korean language and cultural class. The name of the 2011 team was GoodTeam and the team 

leader and the language and cultural teacher was Cho Ju Yang (Katy); the IT Teacher was Mun 

Dae Geon and Kim Hy- Seop, and Communications Leader and Interpreter was Lee Tae Yang. 
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